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My dentist asked me if I was looking forward to “my term off”. It’s funny how there is a perspective that research stops in July. We all
know that research never stops. Nonetheless, I do hope that all of you will take some time out to re-charge. The Ontario summer is
fleeting. 

I am happy to share some of the recent accomplishments earned by our community. Please join me in congratulating Drs. Sarah Crome
and Brian Coburn on their promotions to Associate Professor! That’s a big one! In addition, one of our own – former PhD student Dr.
Pailin Chiaranunt (Mortha Lab) has won the prestigious Schmidt Fellowship. Check it out in the Globe and Mail! The top training awards
have also been secured by our trainees including Mahdieh Golzari-Sorkheh (JCZP lab) who won a Vanier and Dr. Kevin Champagne-
Jorgensen (GommerLab) who won a Banting. Congrats to all trainees who have secured extramural funding. We also celebrate Dr.
Naoto Hirano, who has been awarded the Amgen Chair in Cancer Research and the Princess Margaret team for infusing their first
patients with a novel JAK/STAT CAR T Cell Therapy. Translational Immunology is where we are at right now – and it’s thrilling to see. To
underscore the importance of this new frontier, I am so grateful that Dr. Pam Ohashi has agreed to step up to be our first ever
Associate Chair in Translational Immunology. I am thankful for all of the work that our Associate Chairs do for the Department. A
special shout-out to Dr. Matt Buechler who will be stepping up to serve as Associate Chair in Wellness, Inclusion, Diversity and Equity.
Please share your achievements with me so I can share the news with everyone. 

As I write this, we are not quite through our qualification exams. I want to recognize the hard work our 2nd year students have done in
preparing for this big test. Thank you to the faculty who have stepped up to review proposals and evaluate the oral exams – it is a
critical moment in the training of our next generation of scientists. I also want to congratulate our 4th year undergraduate students and
graduate students who will convocate in the next weeks. 

We had a very engaging and well-attended OQUIC symposium May 9-10. Thank you to Catherine Chi and Josh Janevski who did a
stellar job organizing. The keynote speakers were yours truly and Dr. Samantha Gruenheid, the first female Chair of
Microbiology/Immunology at McGill. Sam and I enjoyed bookending each other and interacting with the students who delivered
excellent seminars. Speaking of excellent seminars, we have heard some truly outstanding talks from our students this year, including
the 1st year seminar day. Thank you, Dr. Berger, for helping our students develop their science communication skills – it shows! 

We have some very important events coming up, all squeezed into one intense week of Immunology Goodness. First, we have our
annual post-doc day, on June 10th from 12 pm to 5 pm in MSB 2170. Not only will we get to hear scientific talks from some of our most
talented post-docs, but we will hear from the winner of the BD postdoctoral prize – Dr. Tapas Mukherjee (Philpott lab). Thanks BD
Biosciences for your continued generosity! 

We will also be celebrating the career of our beloved Professor Michael Ratcliffe who is retiring on June 13th. Thank you, Mike, for your
dedicated service as a scientist, a mentor, a Department Chair and a Dean (Trinity). You have touched many lives and made our
community richer. Time for you to kick back – Ohhhhkay? 

Last, but not least, we have our 40th Anniversary on June 14th. This event is SOLD OUT! I am very excited to see some of my old
friends who were my own classmates from when I was a student. Those relationships are very special. 

The next time I send a newsletter it will be during the rush of Fall Term. I don’t really want to think about that right now. But do the
Save the Date for the Fall IGSA Retreat September 15-16 at Fern Resort. This is AFTER the CIHR deadline – no excuse not to join. Our
Keynote speakers will be Drs. Chris Hunter (UPenn) and our very own alum Dr. Laura Snell. 

Have a safe and happy summer everyone! 
Jen 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
Dr. Jen Gommerman

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/science/article-university-of-toronto-pair-receive-prestigious-schmidt-fellowship-for/


BD Biosciences Immunology Post doc award lecture and Post/doc RA Research Day 
 

June 10, 2024 
 

Room 2170 MSB, 12-5PM 
 
Noon-12:30 Boxed Lunch / Networking   
Talks are 20 minutes plus 5 discussion or 7 minutes +3 discussion as indicated; Presenter is underlined 
 
Session 1. 
12:30  Vinothkumar Rajan, Christina R Lee, Juan Carlos Zúñiga-Pflücker, Navigating Lineage Options: A 
Data-Driven Quest to Uncover T Cell Fate Decision Trajectories (20 minutes +5) 
 
12:55  Alicia G. Aguilar-Navarro, Gibran Edun, Anastasia N. Tikhonova. Obesity-Induced Changes in Bone 
Marrow Microenvironment and Immune cell Interactions (7 minutes plus 3) 
 
1:05 Mark Gower, Ximing Li, Alicia G. Aguilar-Navarro, Brian Lin, Minerva Fernandez, Gibran Edun, 
Mursal Nader, Vincent Rondeau, Andrea Aruda, Anne Tierens, Anna Eames Seffernick, Petri Pölönen, 
Julliette Durocher, Elvin Wagenblast, Lin Yang, Ho Seok Lee,  Charles Mullighan, David Teachey, Marissa 
Rashkovan, Cedric S. Tremblay, Tomer Itkin, Sanam Loghavi, John E. Dick, Gregory Schwartz, Maria 
Agustina Perusini, Hassan Sibai, Johann Hitzler, Tanja A. Gruber, Mark Minden, Courtney L. Jones, Igor 
Dolgalev, Soheil Jahangiri, Anastasia N. Tikhonova.  IRF5 defines a new high-risk inflammatory T-lineage 
acute lymphoblastic leukemia subtype (20 minutes +5)  
 
1:30 Kyle Burrows, Louis Ngai, Edward Chen, Pailin Chiaranunt, Siu Ling Tai, Manjula Kamath, Juan 
Carlos Zúñiga-Pflücker, and Arthur Mortha. Epithelial-derived notch signals drive tissue specific 
adaptations in intestinal group 2 innate lymphoid cells (20 minutes +5). 
  
1:55- 2:15 Coffee/tea/cookies   
 
Session 2. 
 
2:15  Janna R. Shapiro, Shelly Bolotin, Nathalie Simard, and Tania Watts. Development of a sample-
sparing method to measure vaccine-induced cell-mediated immunity (7+3) 
 
2:25 Nuria Alvarez-Sanchez, Thomas A. Heaney, Josephine Gomes, Brendan Cordeiro, Jeeyoon J. Ahn, 
Tae Joon Yi, Monan Angela Zhang, Shannon E. Dunn. Cellular mechanisms behind the female bias in 
central nervous system autoimmunity (20+5) 
 
2:50  Georgina A Craig, Keon Arbabi, Luise Seeker, Jamie Rose, Steven Mitchell, Jessica Thapar, Colin 
Smith, Tara Spires-Jones, Simon Cox, Shreejoy Tripathi, Anna Williams, Véronique Miron  
Oligodendrocyte accumulation drives human cognitive decline .  (20 minutes+5 discussion) 
 
3:15  Ikbel Naouar, Andrei Pangan, Michelle Zuo, Kevin Champagne-Jorgensen, Adam Groh, Angela 
Wang, Annie Pu, Lesley Ward, Shoshana Spring, Bruno Cenni, Barbara Nuesslein-Hildesheim, John 
Sled, Jo Anne Stratton, Jeffrey Browning, Valeria Ramaglia*, Jennifer Gommerman*  A brain penetrant 
Bruton’s tyrosine kinase inhibitor prevents meningeal inflammation and subpial cortical injury in CNS 
autoimmunity via the Lymphotoxin pathway (20 minutes+ 5 discussion) 
 
3:40- 4 Break 
   
4-5 PM BD Immunology PDF award lecture-award presented by Scott Hayes, BD Biosciences 
 
Tapas Mukherjee (Philpott/Girardin Labs) NOD-ing off Crohn’s Disease-associated manifestations   
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Special Thanks to Our Generous 40th Anniversary Sponsors!

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our esteemed sponsors for their unwavering
support and commitment to the Department of Immunology. Your generosity has

played a pivotal role in making the 40th-anniversary symposium and evening
celebration a success. It is through your partnership and dedication that we are able to

reach new heights and make a positive impact on our community.

The 40th-anniversary symposium and evening celebration are sponsored by: 

GOLD LEVEL SPONSOR: SILVER LEVEL SPONSOR:



DEPARTMENT OF
IMMUNOLOGY
FALL RETREAT
2024
SAVE THE DATE
Sept 15th-16th, 2024
Fern Resort (4432 Fern Resort Rd, Ramara, ON L3V 0Z1)
More Details To Be Announced Soon!

Laura Snell, PhD
Assistant Professor of
Microbiology & Immunology,
Indiana University School of
Medicine

Closing Keynote
Christopher Hunter, PhD

Mindy Halikman Heyer
Distinguished Professor of
Pathobiology, University of
Pennsylvania School of
Veterinary Medicine
Penn Institute for
Immunology, Penn Institute
for Immunology

Opening Keynote



June 13, 2024 | 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM | Hybrid | MSB 3278
(Zoom details available via email)

Dr. Catherine Larochelle
Director, Clinician-Researcher Program, Medicine,
Université de Montréal
Clinical Associate Professor, Neuroscience, Université
de Montréal
Clinician Researcher, Centre hospitalier de l'Université
de Montréal

Talk Title: Investigating T cell-glial cell interactions in
MS and EAE
Host: Jen Gommerman, PhD
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UPCOMING DEPARTMENT SEMINARS 
Special Seminars

July 3, 2024 | 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM | Zoom only (details
available via email)

Dr. Bruno Silva-Santos
Professor, and Director of Immuno-Oncology
Faculty of Medicine, University of Lisbon

Talk Title: Gamma-delta T cells in cancer
immunotherapy
Host: Dr. Pamela Ohashi

PhD Research Seminar

June 13, 2024 | 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM | Hybrid | MSB 3278
(Zoom details available via email)

Alex Florescu 

Talk Title: Investigating B cells in Compartmentalized
and Peripheral Inflammation During Central Nervous
System Autoimmunity

Supervisor: Dr. Jen Gommerman

July 4, 2024 | 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM | Hybrid | MSB 7231
(Zoom details available via email)

Scott Lien

Talk Title: Investigating T cell phenotypes associated
with clinical response to PD-1 blockade

Supervisor: Dr. Pamela Ohashi

PDF/RA Seminars
3:30 PM - 5:00 PM | MSB 7231 | Titles TBD

Mu Kaiwen (Croitoru Lab) - July 3, 2024

Sami Mamand (Martin Lab) - July 3, 2024
 
Anthony Altieri (Buechler Lab) - August 7, 2024

Ikbel Naouar (Gommerman Lab) - August 7, 2024

Oludada Opeyemi (Ehrhardt Lab) - September 4, 2024

Valerie Ramaglia (Gommerman Lab) - September 4, 2024

PhD Research Seminar

https://www.chumontreal.qc.ca/en/crchum/chercheurs/catherine-larochelle
https://www.chumontreal.qc.ca/en/crchum/chercheurs/catherine-larochelle
https://imm.medicina.ulisboa.pt/investigation/laboratories/ribot-silva-santos-lab/#intro


GRADUATE PROGRAM UPDATE
Congratulations PhD Grads!
Dr. Priya Makhijani (Winer lab) – April 10, 2024
Dr. Yu Xuan (Tina) Luo (Spaner lab) – April 12, 2024 
 
Congratulations PhD Qualifiers!
Xinyu Wei (Hirano lab) – May 13, 2024
Erika Mccartney (Buechler lab) – May 14, 2024
Mohammad Khakpoor Koosheh (Martin lab) – May 14, 2024
Mahdieh Golzari-Sorkheh (Zúñiga-Pflücker lab) – May 16, 2024
Jacob Johnson (Wang lab) – May 21, 2024
Maye Cheng (Buechler lab) – May 24, 2024
Alex Lac (Epelman lab) – May 24, 2024
Jinny Tsang (Kaul lab) – May 28, 2024
And more to come… 
 
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM UPDATE
Research Opportunities
We are now accepting applications for our 2024-25 Fall-Winter research courses, IMM385 and IMM450. See our website for
details!

Immunology Summer Student Research Program 
Like last year, our 2024 ISSRP participants will be showcasing their work via a poster session and select oral presentations.
Stay tuned for details. We look forward to seeing you there!
 
POSTDOC EVENTS
June 10, 2024 – IMM Postdoctoral Research Day – MSB 2170
We are looking forward to our 2nd annual Immunology Postdoctoral Research Day on Monday June 10th from 12:00-5:00pm.
The research day will feature 9 short talks from our postdocs, including from the winner of the 2024 BD Biosciences
Immunology Postdoctoral Award, Dr. Tapas Mukherjee! 
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UPDATES FROM EDUCATION OFFICE 
Welcome to our new Advanced Standing Applied
Immunology MSc students!
Mary Addo (Tsui lab)
Catherine Chi (Gommerman lab)
Yinhan Dechi Castro (Mortha lab)
Melina Kaltagian (Martinu lab)
Martin Nguyen (Maxson lab)
Aryan Regmi (Rojas lab)
Alan Ren (Philpott lab)
Numa Sayeed (Gommerman lab)

https://immunology.utoronto.ca/undergraduate-research-opportunities
https://immunology.utoronto.ca/event/post-doctoral-research-day-and-bdimmunology-lecture-award-presentation


Hello fellow Immunologists! 

As we welcome in the summer vibes of June, we hope everyone has
exciting plans for the weather and is taking a moment to enjoy the
sunshine!

Firstly, we want to take a moment to wish all the second year
Fundamental Immunology students good luck in their upcoming
reclassification/qualification exams into their PhDs. Our mentorship
representative Melissa has been organizing practice sessions to help with
feedback and advice. Wishing everyone the best for the exams!

As a recap of previous events, last month we held an interdepartmental
trivia night in collaboration with the LMP and MBP departments, as well as
a karaoke event! We hope everyone who showed up had a wonderful
time, and we have more events planned for the summer. 

In the spirit of collaboration, for the summer session our intramural team
is banding together with the LMP department to form a volleyball team -
the Pathological Immunologists! If you are interested in joining our
intramural team, feel free to contact either our Sports Rep Michelle, or us
directly!

For those of us who are eager to take advantage of the weather, IGSA will
be organizing our annual Scarborough Bluffs hike! Make sure to come and
join us on an exciting journey, with amazing views of Lake Ontario to
provide an escape from academic stresses. Additionally, we are also in the
midst of organizing a Toronto Island picnic/trip! Keep your eyes peeled for
signups as the events are scheduled to happen mid-June! 

Finally, we also want to share that our summer retreat is occurring again in
person this year September 15-16 at the Fern Resort! More information will
be coming in preparation for our annual departmental tradition. 

Martin and Steve
IGSA Co-Presidents 2023-2024
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UPDATES FROM IGSA
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UPDATES FROM IMMSA
Hello Immunologists!

We hope you are all enjoying your summer so far, whether you
are doing classes, doing research, or taking some time to relax.

We are Victoria Sephton and Allison Chan, and we are your
IMMSA Co-Presidents for the 2024-25 school year! We are so
excited to take on this role and can’t thank Catherine and
Josh enough for their hard work this year – we have big shoes
to fill.

Next year, we’re bringing back the events and resources you
already know and love – such as networking events with
students and faculty, research talks and seminars, career
development workshops, and OQUIC – and we can’t wait to
introduce new ones, like a full Lab Bootcamp workshop series
to give IMM undergrads a chance to hone their Immunology-
focused lab skills. Keep an eye out for social events as well: we
hope not only to bring together IMM Specialists, Majors, and
Minors, but to connect Immunology students with their peers
from other departments too!

As Co-Presidents, we work for you. We welcome feedback and
ideas from everyone in the Immunology department, and we
encourage you to reach out!

Take care,

Victoria Sephton and Allison Chan
Immunology Students’ Association (IMMSA) Co-Presidents
2024/25



(to May 2024, as indexed by webofscience.com on May 29, 2024)

Chung DC, Ghaedi M, Warner K, Sayad A, Saibil SD, Bernardini MQ, Clarke BA, Shaw PA,
Butler MO, Easson A, Morrissy S, Wang BX, Nguyen L, Ohashi PS, Jacquelot N. 2024.
Characterization of innate lymphoid cell subsets infiltrating melanoma and epithelial

ovarian tumors. Oncoimmunology. 13(1).

Hamidzada H, Pascual-Gil S, Wu QH, Kent GM, Masse S, Kantores C, Kuzmanov U,
Gomez-Garcia MJ, Rafatian N, Gorman RA, Wauchop M, Chen WL, Landau S, Subha T,

Atkins MH, Zhao YM, Beroncal E, Fernandes I, Nanthakumar J, Vohra S, Wang EY,
Sadikov TV, Razani B, McGaha TL, Andreazza AC, Gramolini A, Backx PH, Nanthakumar
K, Laflamme MA, Keller G, Radisic M, Epelman S. 2024. Primitive macrophages induce

sarcomeric maturation and functional enhancement of developing human cardiac
microtissues via efferocytic pathways. Nature Cardiovascular Research. Online ahead

of print.

Chow S, Lee SPN, Lin AG, Craddock KJ, Smith AC, Tsui HB. 2024. Diagnosis of systemic
mastocytosis with cryptic deletion of TET2 and DNMT3A resulting from unbalanced

translocation. British Journal of Haematology. Online ahead of print.

Loves R, Grunebaum E. 2024. FAS signalling pathway is crucial for CAR T cell
persistence. Nature Reviews Immunology. Online ahead of print.

Persaud AT, Khela J, Fernandes C, Chaphekar D, Burnie J, Tang VA, Colpitts CC, Guzzo
C. 2024. Virion-incorporated CD14 enables HIV-1 to bind LPS and initiate TLR4 signaling

in immune cells. Journal Of Virology. Online ahead of print.

Ting KKY. 2024. Fructose-induced metabolic reprogramming of cancer cells. Frontiers
in Immunology. 15.

Mahtani T, Sheth H, Smith LK, Benedict L, Brecier A, Ghasemlou N, Treanor B. 2024. The
ion channel TRPV5 regulates B-cell signaling and activation. Frontiers in Immunology.

15.

Dhume SH, Balogun K, Sarkar A, Acosta S, Mount HTJ, Cahill LS, Sled JG, Serghides L.
2024. Perinatal exposure to atazanavir-based antiretroviral regimens in a mouse model

leads to differential long-term motor and cognitive deficits dependent on the NRTI
backbone. Frontiers in Molecular Neuroscience. 17.

Zannikou M, Fish EN, Platanias LC. 2024. Signaling by Type I Interferons in Immune
Cells: Disease Consequences. Cancers. 16(8).

Bi PY, Killackey SA, Schweizer L, Arnoult D, Philpott DJ, Girardin SE. 2024. Cytosolic
retention of HtrA2 during mitochondrial protein import stress triggers the DELE1-HRI

pathway. Communications Biology. 7(1).
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trafficking of cell adhesion and Wnt signaling molecules to pattern the retina. Cell

Reports. 43(4).

Ting KKY. 2024. Fructose overconsumption-induced reprogramming of microglia
metabolism and function. Frontiers in Immunology. 15.
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2008). Nature Biotechnology. 42(4):674-674.
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S, Guo TX, Garcia-Batres C, Smith LK, Chung DC, Elford AR, Sayad A, Pinto D, Mak TW,

Hirano N, McGaha T, Ohashi PS. 2024. Ex vivo activation of the GCN2 pathway
metabolically reprograms T cells, leading to enhanced adoptive cell therapy. Cell

Reports Medicine. 5(3).

Lee S, Yeung KKM, Watts T. 2024. Tissue-resident memory T cells in protective
immunity to influenza virus. Current Opinion in Virology. 65.

Clotet-Freixas S, Zaslaver O, Kotlyar M, Pastrello C, Quaile AT, McEvoy CM, Saha AD,
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Arnold AP, Sekula P, Steinbrenner I, Köttgen A, Dart AB, Wicklow B, McGavock JM,
Blydt-Hansen TD, Barrios C, Riera M, Soler MJ, Isenbrandt A, Lamontagne-Proulx J,

Pradeloux S, Coulombe K, Soulet D, Rajasekar S, Zhang BY, John R, Mehrotra A,
Gehring A, Puhka M, Jurisica I, Woo M, Scholey JW, Röst H, Konvalinka A. 2024. Sex
differences in kidney metabolism may reflect sex-dependent outcomes in human

diabetic kidney disease. Science Translational Medicine. 16(737).

Wang AA, Luessi F, Neziraj T, Pössnecker E, Zuo MCL, Engel S, Hanuscheck N, Florescu
A, Bugbee E, Ma XI, Rana F, Lee DN, Ward LA, Kuhle J, Himbert J, Schraad M, van

Puijenbroek E, Klein C, Urich E, Ramaglia V, Pröbstel AK, Zipp F, Gommerman JL. 2024.
B cell depletion with anti-CD20 promotes neuroprotection in a BAFF-dependent

manner in mice and humans. Science Translational Medicine. 16(737).

Almomani O, Nnamutete J, Shao Z, Biribawa VM, Ssemunywa H, Namuniina A, Okech
B, Ulanova S, Zuanazzi D, Liu CM, Tobian AAR, Galiwango RM, Kaul R, Prodger JL. 2024.
Effect of cryopreservation on CD4+T cell subsets in foreskin tissue. PLoS One. 19(3).

Gorczynski R. 2024. Translation of Data from Animal Models of Cancer to
Immunotherapy of Breast Cancer and Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia. Genes. 15(3).
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Gommerman JL. 2024. What Jane Jacobs has taught me about neuroimmunology.
Nature Immunology. 25(3):381-381.

Ucciferri CC, Gower A, Alvarez-Sanchez N, Whetstone H, Ramaglia V, Gommerman
JL, Brand-Arzamendi K, Schneider R, Dunn SE. 2024. Scoring Central Nervous

System Inflammation, Demyelination, and Axon Injury in Experimental Autoimmune
Encephalomyelitis. JOVE-journal Of Visualized Experiments. (204).

Robbrecht D, Grob JJ, Bechter O, Simonelli M, Doger B, Borbath I, Butler MO, Cheng
TA, Romano PM, Pons-Tostivint E, Di Nicola M, Curigliano G, Ryu MH, Rodriguez-Vida
A, Schadendorf D, Garralda E, Abbadessa G, Demers B, Amrate A, Wang H, Lee JS,

Pomponio R, Wang R. 2024. Biomarker and pharmacodynamic activity of the
transforming growth factor-beta (TGFb) inhibitor SAR439459 as monotherapy and
in combination with cemiplimab in a phase I clinical study in patients with advanced

solid tumors. CTS-Clinical And Translational Science. 17(2).

Popovic A, Cao EY, Han J, Nursimulu N, Alves-Ferreira EVC, Burrows K, Kennard A,
Alsmadi N, Grigg ME, Mortha A, Parkinson J. 2024. Commensal protist

Tritrichomonas musculus exhibits a dynamic life cycle that induces extensive
remodeling of the gut microbiota. ISME Journal. 18(1).

Altieri A, Marshall CL, Ramotar P, Lloyd D, Hemshekhar M, Spicer V, van der Does
AM, Mookherjee N. 2024. Human Host Defense Peptide LL-37 Suppresses TNFa-

Mediated Matrix Metalloproteinases MMP9 and MMP13 in Human Bronchial Epithelial
Cells. Journal Of Innate Immunity. 16(1):203-215.
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