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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR, 
DR. JUAN CARLOS ZUNIGA-PFLUCKER 

Welcome back! 
 
Before we start another IMMazing year, I need to first 
Thank Prof. Jennifer Gommerman for her great 
leadership as Acting Chair (Jan – Jul 2022), the 
Department could not have been in better hands.  I 
am very happy to be back for another year as Chair.  
During this period, we will be putting together our 
Departmental Self-Study for the upcoming 5yr review 
in March 2023.  In anticipation, I thank all Immunology 
members for your help in the process.  
 
Please join me in welcoming three new faculty 
members to our Immunology community: 
 
S. Ray Amith, Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream 
Veronique Miron, Professor (St. Mikes Hospital) 
Anastasia Tikhonova, Assistant Professor (Princess 

Margaret, UHN; & Dept. of Med. Biophysics) 
 
My congratulations to all our recent MSc and PhD 
graduates, and those that completed their PhD 
Qualifying Exams.  
 
I am looking forward to our upcoming Annual 
Departmental Summer Retreat. Technically, Sept 11-
12 are still part of Summer, but this new Fall timing 
will also allow us to welcome all our incoming MSc and 
PhD graduate students and reconnect after tw0-years 
of missing out in seeing each other at the retreat.  
 
Then there is the return of in-person Graduate 
Student Seminars and the Charles Gould Easton 
Seminar series, which will help re-establish our 
cherished Monday routine, as we all participate in 
these wonderful learning and community building 
experiences. I wish all a wonderful start of the new 
academic year. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Department of Immunology Summer 
Retreat 
 
September 11 – 12, 2022 at Fern Resort  
We are very excited to introduce our two keynote 
speakers this year! We are honoured to have Dr. 
Keke Fairfax from University of Utah and Dr. Janet 
Markle from Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
to join us at the retreat. 

 
Dr. Keke Fairfax 
“Using Helminths to expose the role of pathogens 
in modulating host immune development”  
 
Dr. Janet Markle 
“Lessons in human immunology learned from rare 
genetic diseases” 
 

CHARLES GOULD EASTON SEMINARS 

We have a total of 24 Easton Seminars scheduled for 
2022-23 Academic year. Please check our website for 
details.  

Monday, September 19, 2022 

11:05 am at MSB 2170 

Sonya MacParland, PhD 

Associate Professor 

Departments of Immunology, and Laboratory 

Medicine and Pathobiology 

Canada Research Chair in Liver Immunobiology 

Toronto General Research Institute 

 

Seminar Title: Mapping the Human Liver 

Microenvironment in Health and Disease 

 

Host: J.C. Zúñiga-Pflücker, Ph.D 
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Monday, September 26, 2022  

11:05 am at MSB 2170  

John Teijaro, PhD 

Associate Professor 

Department of Immunology and Microbiology 

The Scripps Research Institute.  

 

Seminar Title: Myeloid reprogramming by JAK 

inhibition enhances checkpoint blockade therapy 

in mice and humans.  

 

Host: David Brooks, PhD 

 

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL SEMINARS  
Thursday, September 29 

11 a.m. at MSB 7231 

Rachel Golub, PhD 

Professor of Immunology 

Université Paris Cité 

Research group leader in Institut Pasteur, unit of 

Prof. Ana Cumano 

 

Seminar Title: NK cell-poiesis , an active process 

during steatohepatitis 

 

Host: Arthur Mortha, PhD 

 
SEPTEMBER STUDENT SEMINARS  
Mondays, 10:00-11:00 at MSB 2172 
 
September 19, 2022 
 
Title: TBD 
Jawairia Atif  
(MacParland lab) 
_____ 
Title: TBD 
Giuliano Bayer  
(Philpott/Girardin labs) 

 
September 26,2022 
 
Title: TBD 
Sarah Colpitts 
(Crome lab) 
_____ 
Title: TBD 
Shilan Dong 
(Ehrhardt lab) 
 
* Title will be updated to our website when it is available.  

 

GRADUATE PROGRAM UPDATES 
 

Congratulations! 
 
PhD Qualifying Exams         
 
Aniqa Khan (Robbins lab) – June 2, 2022 
Diana Nakib (MacParland lab) – June 2, 2022 
Boyan Konstantinov Tsankov (Philpott lab) – June 6, 
2022 
Salma Sheikh-Mohamed (Gommerman lab) – June 7, 
2022 
Marie Christine Perry (Danska Lab) _June 7, 2022 
Zoha Faheem (Wither lab) – June 8, 2022 
Sinthuja Jegatheeswaran (Crome lab) – June 9, 2022 
 
PhD Grads 
 
Dr. Adrian Kuipery (Gehring lab) – June 13, 2022 
Dr. Mahmoud El-Maklizi (Guidos lab) – June 15, 2022 
 
MSc Grads 
 
Jamal Al-Refaee (Martinu lab) 
Bettina Camara (Yeung lab) 
Rashi Gupta (Wither lab) 
Natasa Ilincic (Martin lab) 
Erika Mccartney (Wall lab) 
Nanyikun Zhao (Juvet lab) 
Faustina Lau (Mortha lab) 
Gavin Li (Martin lab) 

https://www.uhnresearch.ca/researcher/sonya-macparland
https://www.uhnresearch.ca/researcher/sonya-macparland
https://www.uhnresearch.ca/researcher/sonya-macparland
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Claudia Ritzker (Wall lab) 
Melika Shirdarreh (Martin lab) 
Anita Tia (Zuniga-Pflucker lab) 
Daniel Zangrando (Martin lab) 
 
Welcome to our Incoming Grad Students! 
 
MSc Students 
 
Melanie Bercovitch (Rojas lab) 
Eryn Bugbee (Gommerman lab) 
Felice Chun (Woo lab) 
Oliver De Sa (Philpott lab) 
Beth DeConinck (Dunn lab) 
Riley Dow (Cybulsky / Jongstra-Bilen lab) 
Cora Geiger (Wall lab) 
Ingrid Hseih (Serghides lab) 
Mariane Jeong (Mortha lab) 
Zhenyu Li (Mallevaey lab) 
Lewis Liu (Dunn lab) 

Reese Whittaker (Juvet lab) 
Vivian Xie (Gommerman lab) 
 
PhD Students 
 
Jennifer Ahn (rotation) 
Maye Cheng (rotation) 
Sai Chung (MacParland lab) 
Mahdieh Golzari-Sorkheh (Zuniga-Pflucker lab) 
Ash Hagerman (Robbins lab) 
Jacob Johnson (rotation) 
Mohammad Khakpoor-Koosheh (rotation) 
Alex Lac (rotation) 
Siavash Mashhouri (rotation) 
Erika McCartney (rotation) 
Jinny Tsang (rotation) 
Alara Tuncer (rotation) 
Grace Visser (rotation) 
Cindy Wei (Hirano lab) 

 
 

WIDE (Wellness, Inclusion, Diversity, and Equity) 
 
Hello from your DoI WIDE Committee! 
 
We’re looking forward to welcoming everyone back in three dimensions this year, and can’t wait to see you all 
soon! 
 
With Dr. Nana Lee on sabbatical for 2022-23, Kate Sedore will be taking on the role of Acting Chair of the 
WIDE Committee. We are happy to welcome back all our returning members, and would love to hear from 
anyone interested in joining forces with us to promote Wellness, Inclusion, Diversity, and Equity within the 
department. Please email Kate at graduate.immunology@utoronto.ca if interested. 
 
To kick off the year, WIDE will be running an interactive activity at the Departmental Retreat. Hope to see 
you there! More details to come. 
 
We will also be having our first meeting of the year very soon, to set our goals for 2022-23 based on the 
results of our survey. Thank you all for your participation, in telling us what WIDE initiatives are important to 
you, and what you’d like to see from us this year. 
 
Stay well, stay safe, and Do Immunology!        

 

mailto:graduate.immunology@utoronto.ca
mailto:graduate.immunology@utoronto.ca
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mailto:graduate.immunology@utoronto.ca


 

4 | P a g e  
 

 DEPARTMENT OF IMMUNOLOGY 

NEWSLETTER 
 
 

IGSA 
 
Welcome back to another academic year, Immunologists! 
 
We hope you had a lovely summer. We had some great weather over the past few months, and IGSA has been 
lucky to have been able to take advantage of it. 
 
In June, our social representatives Meggie, Robyn and Kameel organized an outdoor patio pub night to celebrate 
the end of the school year for graduating Masters students and Fundamental Immunology students who 
completed their qualifying exams. Congratulations to everyone who has successfully reached these landmarks! 
We look forward to your upcoming scientific achievements. 
 
In July, our social reps also organized a picnic on Toronto Island, where students were able to come out and enjoy 
some time outdoors and carry on the departmental tradition of visiting the islands over the summer. 
 
In addition to social events, our sports representative Natalia coordinated the summer intramural league for 
ultimate frisbee. Our departmental team, the Immunodominators, finished third place overall! Huge 
congratulations to the team! 
 
Back by popular demand, our wellness representative, Baweleta, has hosted a second session of dog therapy in 
July. Students came and cuddled up with our adorable furry guests. We hope everyone had a great time! 
 
To wrap up the summer, our social reps have hosted a Karaoke night at the end of August. From singing your 
heart out to watching your fellow immunologists break into musical numbers, we hope everyone had an evening 
to decompress! 
 
Coming up in September is our annual departmental retreat and it is back in person! We look forward to seeing 
everyone! We are excited to reconnect with everyone and meet our incoming graduate students :) It’s going to be 
a great time, so grab your mask and we will see you there! 
 
We wish you all an incredible academic year ahead! 
 
Stay well and safe, 
 
Tiff & Kitt 
 
IGSA Co-presidents 2021-2022 
Website: igsaimm.com  
Instagram: @igsa.uoft 
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Dear Immunologists, 
 
Excited for the new school year? Summer is coming to an end, and we hope you guys get to relax before school 
starts. As things are going back in-person, we have several exciting events lined up. We can’t wait to see your faces 
on campus! But before that, make sure to check out our Instagram (@immsta) as introductions of the new IMMSA 
team have been posted. Introductions of our IMM professors and undergrad courses will be posted soon, so keep 
an eye on them! Additionally, check out our Facebook page (@immsa.uoft) as we will start posting information 
about our events. 

 
Here are the events we plan to hold in September- 
 
First, the Clubs Fair will be held on September 7th for over 300+ UofT clubs to introduce their unique culture and 
events. We will have flyers and snacks for you to grab, as well as the IMMSA mentorship signup sheets for those 
who are interested in making more friends within the IMM community. Make sure to come and chat with us! 
 
Second, the IMMSA Mentorship Program sign-up sheet will be posted in early September. This program is a great 
opportunity for first and second-year students to gain UofT and IMM academic and social advice and answers from 
upper years. By joining the program, mentees can learn about research opportunities, post-grad careers, and 
more, and mentors can learn how to effectively pass on information and strategies to new students. This year, we 
hope to pair one mentor with more than one mentee so mentees can make new friends while feeling less 
awkward. We are also planning on pairing two mentors with three mentees so mentees can learn from mentors 
with different stories and perspectives.  
 
Third, the Immunology Welcome Back Lunch will be held in the last week of September (date to be determined). 
This is a great chance for students to interact closely with the IMM faculty members, learn more about the IMM 
program and research, and be more involved in the UofT IMM community. If you are too shy to say hi to your 
professors during class, come join our event and chat with our friendly (not scary) professors! 
 
Fourth, the IMMSA Fall Elections will be held. The available positions are deputy finance director, director of 
external affairs, and second-year rep. If you are trying to be more involved in the IMM community and to work 
with the IMM faculty more closely, make sure to sign up. We look forward to seeing some new faces on the team! 
 
Stay updated on our socials and good luck in the upcoming school year! 
Cheers,  
 
Vicky Xie and Momo Lin 
IMMSA Co-presidents 2022-2023 Immunology Students' Association (IMMSA) Co-Presidents 2022/23 Website: 
http://immsauoft.com | Instagram: @immsta 
 

 

http://immsauoft.com/
http://immsauoft.com/
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Rheumatology. 20(1). 

Anderson MK, da Rocha JDB. Direct regulation of TCR rearrangement and expression by E proteins during 
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African ancestries. Nature Genetics. 54(8):1103. 
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23(8):1273. 
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galaxy: IgA and protection against SARS-CoV-2 infection. Immunological Reviews. 309(1):75-85. 
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