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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR, 
DR. JUAN CARLOS ZUNIGA-PFLUCKER 

It’s beginning to look a lot like … the end of the Fall 
term is here.  This not only brings Final Exams for our 
Immunology Undergraduate students, and first year 
Applied Immunology Masters students,  it also 
means that the Immunology Holiday Party is just 
around the corner. Yes, I am super excited about the 
return of this treasured Immunology tradition. 
Please be sure to send in your nominations for the 
Cinader Prize and Miller Award to recognize our 
outstanding senior PhD students, and also 
nominations for our new award recognizing the 
brilliance among our Applied IMM students.  
 
I am happy to say that preparations for our 
Departmental Self-Study are going well, with my 
thanks to all that have helped put together this 
significant document, which I will be proud to share 
with all in early January.  In the meantime, please 
keep replying to Leah’s emails asking for information 
or additional documents.  
 
I am delighted to share the wonderful news that the 
International Union of Immunological Societies 
(IUIS) selected the Canadian Society of 
Immunology’s (CSI) bid to host the International 
Congress in Immunology in Toronto on Aug. 2028.  I 
am very thankful to the folks from the city of Toronto 
(MTCC and Destination Toronto), who worked with 
Tania Watts (vice-chair of the local organizing 
committee, LOC) and me (chair of the LOC) to put 
together a very compelling bid on behalf of the CSI.  
Before you know it, it will be 2028, and this 
conference will be a fantastic way to highlight 
Canadian Immunology, grow the CSI, and showcase 
our UofT Immunology community to the world.  In 
the meantime, we can all gather in Cape Town next 
year, and in Vienna, 2025, for those IUIS congresses. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

IMMUNOLOGY WINTER RETREAT 
Friday, December 16, 2022 

5:30 pm at Hart House Great Hall 

Hope you're getting excited for our in-person 
Immunology Holiday Party! 
 

CHARLES GOULD EASTON SEMINARS 
 

Monday, December 5, 2022 

11:05 am at MSB 2170 

Dr. Mikael Karlsson 

Professor, Department of Microbiology, Tumor and 
Cell Biology, Karolinska Institute 
 “Targeting macrophages for immunotherapy of 
cancer” 
Host: Tracy McGaha, PhD 
------ 

Monday, December 12, 2022  

11:05 am at MSB 2170  

Dr. Ari Molofsky 

Associate Professor, Department of Laboratory 
Medicine, University of California San Francisco 
"Stromal niches of tissue lymphocytes".   
Host: Matt Buechler, PhD 
 ------ 

SPECIAL SEMINARS 
 

Thursday, December 1, 2022 
2:00-3:00 p.m. at MSB 7231 
Dr. Hélène Decaluwe 

Associate Clinical Professor, Department of 
Pediatrics; Accredited Professor, Department of 
Microbiology, Infectiology and Immunology 
Faculty of Medicine 
Université de Montréal 
“Targeting JAK-STAT signaling to increase 
effectiveness of adoptive cell therapy of cancer” 
Host: Dr. Tania Watts 
 

https://immunology.utoronto.ca/events?event_desc=&event_type=89&event_tag=All
https://ki.se/en/mtc/mikael-karlsson-group
https://www.arimolofskylab.org/
https://umanitoba.ca/medicine/faculty-staff/jude-uzonna
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https://microbiologie.umontreal.ca/en/professeurs-chercheurs/helene-decaluwe/
https://microbiologie.umontreal.ca/en/professeurs-chercheurs/helene-decaluwe/


 

2 | P a g e  
 

 DEPARTMENT OF IMMUNOLOGY 

NEWSLETTER 
 
 
Tuesday, December 13, 2022 
10:00-11:00 a.m. at MSB 7231 
Dr. Dawn Bowdish 

Professor, Department of Medicine; 
Executive Director, Firestone Institute for 
Respiratory Health 
McMaster University 
“Anti-infective immunity along the aging 
trajectory” 
Host: Dr. Tania Watts 
 

PHD RESEARCH SEMINAR 
 

Thursday, December 1, 2022 
9:00 – 10:00 a.m. at MSB 7231 
“Characterization of T cell responses to SARS-CoV-2 
following infection and vaccination” 
Jaclyn Law 
Supervisor: Dr. Tania Watts 
 
------- 
Tuesday, December 13, 2022 
12:00-1:00 p.m.  at MSB 7231 
“Type I interferon responses in monocytes regulate 
GITRL expression and anti-tumor immunity” 
Melanie Girard 
Supervisor: Dr. Tania Watts 
 

DECEMBER STUDENT SEMINARS  
 

December 5, 2022 
Monday, 10:00-11:00 at MSB 2172 
 
Investigating the Role of the Dura Mater During 
Th17 Cell Induced Grey Matter Injury 
Alex Florescu (Gommerman lab) 
_____ 
Defining factors that direct human regulatory innate 
lymphoid cell development and function 
Sinthuja Jegatheeswaran (Crome lab) 
 
 

 
December 12,2022 
Monday, 10:00-11:00 at MSB 2172 
 

Determining the influence of pancreatic ductal 
adenocarcinoma SMAD4 and CDKN2A mutations 
on tumour associated macrophages 
Robbie Jin (McGaha lab) 
_____ 

Altering T cell metabolism to improve cell therapy 
of cancer 
Meghan Kates (Ohashi/Saibil labs) 
 
 

GRADUATE PROGRAM UPDATES 
 
Committee Meetings 
 
2nd year PhD students are reminded to complete 
their 2nd committee meeting by December 31, 
2022. Committee Meeting forms should be 
submitted to Kate as soon as possible after the 
meeting. 
  
Upper year PhD students are reminded to hold a 
committee meeting each year at minimum and 
submit the Committee Meeting forms to Kate. 
 
Graduate Admissions 
 
Applications to our graduate programs are now 
being accepted. All application materials, including 
references, must be received by the deadline in 
order for an application to be considered. 
 
PhD in Fundamental Immunology & MSc in Applied 
Immunology (Standard Entry) 
Due: January 15, 2023 
  
MSc in Applied Immunology (Advanced Standing) 
Due: March 1, 2023 
 

 

https://experts.mcmaster.ca/display/bowdish
https://experts.mcmaster.ca/display/bowdish
https://immunology.utoronto.ca/events?event_desc=&event_type=90&event_tag=All
https://immunology.utoronto.ca/events?event_desc=&event_type=88&event_tag=All
https://experts.mcmaster.ca/display/bowdish
https://immunology.utoronto.ca/events?event_desc=&event_type=90&event_tag=All
https://immunology.utoronto.ca/events?event_desc=&event_type=90&event_tag=All
https://immunology.utoronto.ca/events?event_desc=&event_type=90&event_tag=All
https://immunology.utoronto.ca/events?event_desc=&event_type=88&event_tag=All
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Hello from your Wellness, Inclusion, Diversity, and Equity Committee! 
  
In our recent departmental survey, we heard that members of our community agree that EDI training for 
departmental faculty, staff, and trainees is essential. UofT’s Anti-Racism and Cultural Diversity Office (ARCDO) 
offers many valuable training sessions – we strongly encourage all department members to browse their offerings 
and attend! 
  
In particular, we wish to highlight these upcoming trainings and strongly encourage everyone to attend: 
Addressing Racial Microaggressions: Tools, Strategies and Discussions 
For Faculty and Staff (including Post Docs and Research Associates): January 26, 2023, 1:00-3:00pm, Virtual 
For Students: February 15, 2023, 5:30pm – 7:30pm, Virtual 
  
We’d also like to remind everyone about the full subscription to the Headspace app, which is now available to 
Immunology faculty, staff, and graduate students. Headspace is a mindfulness app that offers guided lessons on 
mindfulness, sleep, simply remembering to breathe – it’s an excellent wellness tool. You get full access to the app, 
for free – all you need to do is sign up:   Faculty/Staff sign up   /   Grad Student sign up   If you experience any issues 
when signing up, please contact Kate at graduate.immunology@utoronto.ca 
  
The Temerty Faculty of Medicine’s Office of Access and Outreach would like to remind faculty members about 
two programs that aim to increase research opportunities for students that face systemic barriers: 
The Research Application Support Initiative (RASI) is a Community of Support program that connects 
university students that face systemic barriers with research opportunities and mentorship. RASI is interested 
in working with PIs that provide students with opportunities to be actively involved in research projects, short or 
long-term, course-based, summer research, etc. If you are interested in supervising a RASI student during the 
summer, or for IMM385 or IMM450 please reach out to korosh.kianizad@utoronto.ca 
  
The Mentor 2 Mentor program (M2M) is a capacity-building initiative for Principal Investigators. This 4-month 
training workshop series is designed for PIs working on supporting learners that face systemic barriers (i.e., 
RASI), and is an initiative led by the Community of Support RASI (Research Application Support Initiative) in 
collaboration with Dr. Andrea Boggild. Applications are due December 16, 2022. 
  
WIDE would also like to acknowledge several important days that have recently passed or are coming up. 
November 20th was the Transgender Day of Remembrance – a day to honour the memory of trans people who 
have lost their lives as a result of transphobic and anti-trans violence. WIDE stands with all trans members of our 
Immunology community, and would like to highlight some of the resources and supports UofT offers for the 
LGBT+ UofT community. 
  
November 25th was the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, which began 16 Days 
of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence, leading up to International Human Rights Day on December 10th. 
The Temerty Faculty of Medicine recently released a statement of Solidarity with Iran and the Elimination of 
Violence against Women, which also includes a listing of related upcoming events and supports.   
  
 

http://antiracism.utoronto.ca/request-a-training-workshop/
https://www.headspace.com/about-us?%243p=a_google_adwords&%24always_deeplink=false&lpurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.headspace.com%2Fabout-us%3Fgclsrc%3Daw.ds%26&~ad_set_id=51529949212&~campaign_id=917256442&~channel=g&~keyword=headspace%20app&~placement&gclid=Cj0KCQiAm5ycBhCXARIsAPldzoUEoEMtacZ4CPTV1KNpMCLnmzE7Hi6e1M-3gNYRvdcNcPrClMmqI7QaAjLlEALw_wcB&gclid=Cj0KCQiAm5ycBhCXARIsAPldzoUEoEMtacZ4CPTV1KNpMCLnmzE7Hi6e1M-3gNYRvdcNcPrClMmqI7QaAjLlEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds&%24web_only=true&_branch_match_id=1016720258745500424&utm_source=Google%20AdWords&utm_campaign=Google%20Search%20Sitelink%20Extension&utm_medium=paid%20advertising&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA72QYU%2BDMBCGfw18MQMpMIJJYxiyuGyQbUGjfiG3tgJboZUym%2B3XWzTZTzC5L3fvvXnu3mYcpXpw3YYBVRIIm2l2cEBKh7f9yWVuWLJC%2BmXYRY8WCnyJoaqFqDmrgGoxUGWbMXANF1VRxuRkw5%2FAFbO5PA8cNxPB8hMLLU1prZ0byyGiMzM4iPM4O5ulZU24GojlP4F2qLLQ3LaiDGil2Fi1FIdeiOI4iJGHJoFAJ6Gt%2B0mKvQiF8yD4Exroe8ZxPTUndpkOxTfsnXnPNiTjSo%2F363TXJl14IYsmfUv2K5VsOb2Kl0xk%2BQjkI0i35au3LmSebvrumkXP7Zx5%2Bcyvi%2Ff9NyUF2Q4pz7uvVbSD5LjhWbLRlSaLf0KYvPBvWj919I64ywEAAA%3D%3D
https://work.headspace.com/universityoftoronto-departmentofimmunologyfaculty/member-enroll
https://work.headspace.com/universityoftoronto-departmentofimmunologystudents/member-enroll
mailto:graduate.immunology@utoronto.ca
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfWZu7cuGLsoq_zYT3OSAtMa1FhCFvknCyZhyoP7vVVXuEB_w/viewform
mailto:korosh.kianizad@utoronto.ca
https://commsupport.wufoo.com/forms/z1yralh909bafws/
https://commsupport.wufoo.com/forms/z1yralh909bafws/
http://www.glaad.org/tdor
https://people.utoronto.ca/news/recognizing-trans-day-of-remembrance-resilience-and-trans-awareness-week-2022/
http://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day
http://www.un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day
https://temertymedicine.utoronto.ca/solidarity-iran-and-elimination-violence-against-women
https://temertymedicine.utoronto.ca/solidarity-iran-and-elimination-violence-against-women
http://antiracism.utoronto.ca/request-a-training-workshop/
http://antiracism.utoronto.ca/request-a-training-workshop/
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In Canada, the National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women will take place on 
December 6th. This day honours the victims of the 1989 École Polytechnique Massacre, and victims of gender-
based violence everywhere, and calls us to speak out against misogyny in all its forms. UofT will be hosting a tri -
campus virtual memorial event on December 4th from 10:00-11:30am, as well as a panel discussion December 
6th from 12:00-2:30pm (in person and virtual options). 
  
Last but certainly not least, WIDE would like to wish everyone a smooth end of term, and a very happy Hanukkah 
(Dec 18), Christmas (Dec 25), and Kwanzaa (Dec 26) to those celebrating! We hope everyone has a peaceful and 
restful winter break later this month. 
  
-Your WIDE Committee- 

 
IMMSA 
 
Hi immunologist, 
 
We have finally come to the last stretch of the semester. Before we enter finals and then enjoy the holidays, we would 
like to thank everyone for supporting IMMSA throughout the semester. Your engagement has really motivated us to 
organize more events to strengthen our community and allow students to learn more about the field of STEM. 
 
To recap, we celebrated the start of reading week by holding a movie night with CSBSU. I hope you all enjoyed the 
movie and some good pizzas. Next, we also held a highly requested graduate school seminar with the Immunology 
Graduate Students’ Association (IGSA). We were very thankful to have three lovely graduate students come to our 
event. Not only did they share their research background and knowledge, but they also provided undergrads with tips 
and advice on how to apply to graduate school and manage physical and mental well-being during stressful times. It 
was definitely an eye-opener to see how graduate school allows students to mature academically and psychologically. 
 
Lastly, our mentorship event this month revolves around another popular topic - cover letter and resume. This is 
important as many of you are searching for internships or jobs to gain some experience. We were happy that Steven 
Lappano from Career Exploration & Education at Student Life joined our event. His talk about how to cater your 
applications to research and job positions was very helpful to science students. 
 
As this semester comes to an end, we would like to gather feedback from students regarding IMMSA’s past events and 
suggestions for future events. This will help both us and students as we would like to support you guys as much as 
possible.  
Please fill out the survey here: https://forms.gle/xSHAkM2mimY5GWBi9 
 
We wish everyone the best of luck in your upcoming final exams and an early happy holidays! See you guys in the winter 
semester! 
 
Cheers,  
Vicky Xie and Momo Lin 
IMMSA Co-presidents 2022-2023 Immunology Students' Association (IMMSA) Co-Presidents 2022/23  
Website: http://immsauoft.com | Instagram: @immsta 

https://women-gender-equality.canada.ca/en/commemorations-celebrations/16-days/national-day-remembrance.html
https://harthouse.ca/events/tri-campus-national-day-of-remembrance
http://www.svpscentre.utoronto.ca/2022/11/09/dec6-2022/
https://forms.gle/xSHAkM2mimY5GWBi9
http://immsauoft.com/
https://women-gender-equality.canada.ca/en/commemorations-celebrations/16-days/national-day-remembrance.html
https://women-gender-equality.canada.ca/en/commemorations-celebrations/16-days/national-day-remembrance.html
https://harthouse.ca/events/tri-campus-national-day-of-remembrance
http://www.svpscentre.utoronto.ca/2022/11/09/dec6-2022/
http://www.svpscentre.utoronto.ca/2022/11/09/dec6-2022/
https://forms.gle/xSHAkM2mimY5GWBi9
https://forms.gle/xSHAkM2mimY5GWBi9
https://forms.gle/xSHAkM2mimY5GWBi9
http://immsauoft.com/
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IGSA 

Season’s Greetings, fellow Immunologists! 
 

As the end of the year quickly approaches, we would like to wish you all happy holidays! Before we dive into our 

updates, we first want to welcome and congratulate our new Outreach/Wellness Rep, Michelle Cheung, who 

was voted in at the start of last month and will complete our IGSA roster for 2022-2023. 

 
We know December is a busy time, especially for those who are finishing up courses, scheduling committee 

meetings, or squeezing in last-minute experiments before the holidays. In order to support our hardworking 

community, we will have a return of our Dog Therapy Sessions to help everyone de-stress! There’s nothing like 

a warm bundle of fluffy joy to make all your worries seem so far away. Even when there’s a seemingly endless 

list of things to do, we want to ensure everyone takes some time out to relax. 

 
For our fellow first-years especially, December is a pivotal month. Rotation decisions can definitely seem 

daunting, but remember that we’re all here to help! You’ll have an opportunity to discuss with both peers and 

upperclassmen at the End-of-Rotation Games Night before you make your final choice. Please keep an eye out 

for email updates and we wish every rotating student best of luck in getting into your first choice! 

 
With the end of the semester, our fall intramural season is also drawing to a close. We are incredibly proud of 

our Immunodominators for their performance, dedication, and teamwork throughout the past few months. In 

order to celebrate the achievement of all our star athletes, we have an end-of-season Pub Night in the works! 

Have a night out with your fellow teammates as you look forward to the new sports season ahead! 

 
Last but definitely not least, we are welcoming the long-awaited return of our in-person Holiday Party. 

Make sure you prepare your semi-formal attire for an unforgettable evening of great food & drinks with amazing 

company and lots of festivities! The event is scheduled for December 16th at 5:30pm in the Hart House Great 

Hall, and will include well-loved traditions such as the centerpiece competition, silent auction, and more. We 

will also be holding our third-annual gingerbread house competition, which is fast on its way to becoming its 

own tradition. The email for sign-up has already been sent out, so don’t forget to reserve your spot before the 

deadline! Make sure you also keep an eye out for the individual sign-ups to each of the competitions, silent 

auction, and talent show that will also feature that night. 

 
We’ll see you all at the Holiday Party! 

 
Bobby and Meggie 

IGSA Co-Presidents 2022-2023  
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