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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR, 
DR. JUAN CARLOS ZUNIGA-PFLUCKER 

I am pleased to announce the following changes to the 
academic leadership within the Department of 
Immunology, effective July 1, 2021. Please join me in 
congratulating: 

• Prof. Thierry Mallevaey, Associate Chair –
Graduate Studies

• Prof. Jasty Singh, Associate Chair –
Undergraduate Studies 

Additionally, I would like to thank Prof. Jennifer 
Gommerman for her remarkable leadership as 
Associate Chair - Graduate Studies, for the past 8 years. 
The Department owes her a tremendous debt of 
gratitude for her dedication and transformative vision 
that led to the reimagining of our graduate programs.  
Among these advances are the creation of the Applied 
Immunology MSc program, the acceptance of only PhD 
students into our thesis-based program, the creation of 
the Leave of Absence program for our graduate 
students, and many other innovative improvements.  
Also, my thanks to Prof. Thierry Mallevaey, for his 
outstanding leadership as Associate Chair - 
Undergraduate Studies, for the past 4 years. Our 
Immunology undergraduate programs have blossomed, 
along with exciting new courses and important 
curriculum improvements.  Our gratitude is doubled as 
he takes on the Graduate mantle.  With Thierry 
switching portfolios, the Department is fortunate to 
have a dedicated and talented educator, Prof. Jasty 
Singh, to take over and continue to elevate our 
undergraduate academic mission.  

Speaking of leadership renewal, I would like to thank the 
outgoing IMMSA co-presidents, Anita and Phoebe, for 
their steady and caring leadership during this difficult 
past year for our undergraduate students, and 
congratulate them on OQUIC-2021. I look forward to 
working with the newly elected IMMSSA executive.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

EASTON SEMINARS – via Zoom Webinar 
11:05 - noon 

May 3, 2021 – Jonathan Kipnis PhD 
BJC Investigator, Alan A. and Edith L. Wolff Distinguished 
Professor of Pathology and Immunology, Department of 
Pathology & Immunology, Washington University School 
of Medicine in St. Louis 

“New insights into CNS immune privilege” 

Host: Jennifer Gommerman, PhD 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PHD RESEARCH SEMINAR – via Zoom 

May 6, 2021 - 10:00-11:00 

Paulina Drohomyrecky - PhD Research Seminar 

"The Effect of Deficiency of Peroxisome Proliferator-
Activated Receptor Delta in Peripheral Myeloid cells 
and Microglia in Experimental Autoimmune 
Encephalomyelitis" 

Supervisor: Dr. Shannon Dunn 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

BD BIOSCIENCES / IMMUNOLOGY POST-
DOCTORAL LECTURE AWARD 

The call for nominations for this postdoctoral award 
lecture is now open, please see the announcement 
below.  
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STUDENT SEMINARS – via Quercus 
Mondays, 10:00-11:00 

May 3, 2021 

Exploring immunoregulatory and regenerative potential 
of innate lymphoid cells in type 1 diabetes 
Sinthuja Jegatheeswaran (Crome lab) 
_____ 
Determining the influence of accumulating pancreatic 
ductal adenocarcinoma driver gene mutations on 
tumour associated macrophages 
Robbie Jin (McGaha lab) 
_____ 
Altering T cell metabolism to improve cellular therapy 
for cancer 
Meghan Kates (Ohashi Lab) 

May 10, 2021 

TBD 
Aniqa Khan (Robbins Lab) 
_____ 

Elucidating the role of T-cell-intrinsic Nod2 deficiency in 
colitis 
Boyan Konstantinov Tsankov (Philpott lab) 
_____ 
Thymus reconstitution by vitro-generated progenitor T 
cells 
Ruth Li (Zuniga-Pflucker lab) 

May 17, 2021 

Defining the contribution of tissue resident immune 
cells to ischemia reperfusion injury in kidney 
transplantation 
Martin Mak (Crome lab) 
_____ 

TBD 
Erika McCartney (Wall Lab) 

_____ 

TBD 
Diana Nakib (MacParland lab) 

May 31, 2021 

TBD 
Carol Nassar (Wither lab) 
_____ 
TBD 
Natalia Ogrodnik (Martin lab) 
_____ 
TBD 
Marie-Christine Perry (Danska Lab) 

GRADUATE PROGRAM UPDATES 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

PhD 
Dr. Sintia X. Teichman (Zuniga-Pflucker lab) 
- April 7, 2021
Dr. SeongJun James Han (Ohashi lab)
- April 29, 2021

Applied Immunology MSc 

We would like to welcome the following Applied 
Immunology MSc students for May 2021: 

Faustina Lau (Mortha Lab) 
Gavin Li (Martin Lab) 
Claudia Ritzker (Wall Lab) 
Melika Shirdarreh (Martin Lab) 
Daniel Zangrando (Martin Lab)
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 Biosciences / Immunology Post-Doctoral Lecture 

Call for Nominations: The Department of Immunology is pleased to announce that it is now 

accepting nominations of outstanding postdoctoral fellows for the BD Biosciences/Immunology 

Post-Doctoral Lecture.  This lecture award is made possible by BD Biosciences’ continued 

sponsorship of the Department Immunology Summer Retreat Program. 

Award: The sponsorship will include a $2,500 award for the postdoctoral fellow, and a $500 

product credit from BD Biosciences for the laboratory of the principal investigator. 

Nominations: Faculty members of the Department of Immunology can nominate a postdoc in 

their lab.  Please provide a nominating letter, and a CV of the nominated postdoctoral fellow, to 

be submitted electronically to chair.immunology@utoronto.ca  

Deadline: May 21, 2021 (5:00 pm) is the deadline for nominations. The winner will be announced 

by May 28. 

Date & Time of Lecture & Award Presentation: Monday, June 14, 2021, 11:00 am is when the 

BD Biosciences/Immunology Post-Doctoral Lecture, and award presentation will take place.   

* This year’s lecture will be via Zoom, with details to follow.

mailto:chair.immunology@utoronto.ca
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Dear Immunologists,  
 
As we are again in the thick of yet another surge of COVID-19, we want to remind you all to take care of 
yourselves. That means making yourself your priority, whether it’s drawing clear boundaries between 
graduate work and personal life, taking the time to do little things that make you happy, or simply being 
gentle with yourself.  
 
During this particularly stressful time, we want you to remind you once again that you are not alone and are a 
part of a community that includes your lab, your peers, and faculty and staff in the department that are here 
to support you.  
 
We are also approaching PhD Qualifying Exam season, and IGSA wants to extend our best wishes for all of 
you that will be taking the exam this year.  
 
We’d also like to share some important notes with you all: 

• Stay tuned for more virtual fitness classes! Itching to incorporate some exercise back into your 
weekly routine? We are hosting high-intensity interval training classes every Thursday at 7pm. 

• Outreach to high school students! This year’s IMMspire Virtual Conference was on Friday April 30th, 
an entirely student-run event concluding a year of initiatives to interact with high school students 
around Toronto and the GTA about immunology.   

• Save the date! The Department of Immunology Annual Summer Conference will take place 
virtually once again this year on June 15th-16th. Please stay tuned for more information about our 
invited speakers, and how you can submit a poster presentation for the event.  

 
Please feel welcome to reach out to utgsu.immunology@gmail.com if you ever have any questions or 
comments. 
 
With love, 
  
Anthony Wong and Rashi Gupta  
IGSA Co-Presidents 2020-21 

  

mailto:utgsu.immunology@gmail.com
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Hello immunologists! 

Congratulations on finishing exams and making it through an entire school year of online classes! It has been a tough 
time for everyone, so we hope that you can take a bit of a break from school and have some time to relax.  

Our spring elections have finished and so we would like to introduce the new IMMSA executive for the 2021-2022 
school year!  

Co-Presidents: Shaivy Tiwari and Kunal Kolhatkar 
Vice President: Cong (Vicky) Xie 
Secretary: Savannah Hess 
Sr. Events Coordinator: Christopher Ryan Tan 
Sr. Treasurer: Nathan Clifford 
ASSU Representative: Paul Papaeliou  
Graphic Designer: Jana Livingston  
4th Year Representative: Julia Grochola  
3rd Year Representative: Momo Lin  

We would like to thank all the students as well as the professors that have taken part in our events this year. Although 
all of our events have been held online this year, including OQUIC, we hope everyone had an enjoyable time. We would 
not have been able to do any of this without your support! In addition, we would like to thank those who have helped us 
immensely in the Department of Immunology, we really appreciate it.  

Finally, we would like to thank the members of the 2020-2021 IMMSA executive. We may not have been able to meet 
each other in person, but each of you has put in a lot of effort into creating a supportive environment. This year would 
not have gone as well as it has without you. 

We really enjoyed our time as the IMMSA Co-Presidents and we wish the best of luck to the incoming executive! 

Have a safe and happy summer! 

Best regards, 

Anita Tia and Phoebe Liu 
IMMSA 2020-2021 Co-presidents  
http://immsauoft.com | @immstauoft | http://facebook.com/IMMSA.UofT 
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Shopsowitz KE, Shah KL, Tsui HB. Lymphoid blasts with aberrant myeloid marker expression and BCR/ABL1: 
Is it mixed phenotype acute leukemia or B lymphoblastic leukemia? Cytometry Part B-clinical Cytometry. Online 
Ahead of Print. 

Wang L, Aschenbrenner D, Zeng ZY, Cao XY, Mayr D, Mehta M, Capitani M, Warner N, Pan J, Wang LR, Li Q, 
Zuo T, Cohen-Kedar S, Lu JW, Ardy RC, Mulder DJ, Dissanayake D, Peng KY, Huang ZH, Li XQ, Wang YS, Wang 
XB, Li SC, Bullers S, Gammage AN, Warnatz K, Schiefer AI, Krivan G, Goda V, Kahr WHA, Lemaire M, Lu CY, 
Siddiqui I, Surette MG, Kotlarz D, Engelhardt KR, Griffin HR, Rottapel R, Decaluwe H, Laxer RM, Proietti M, 
Hambleton S, Elcombe S, Guo CH, Grimbacher B, Dotan I, Ng SC, Freeman SA, Snapper SB, Klein C, Boztug K, 
Huang Y, Li DL, Uhlig HH, Muise AM. . Gain-of-function variants in SYK cause immune dysregulation and 
systemic inflammation in humans and mice. Nature Genetics. Online Ahead of Print. 

Agache I, Song Y, Alonso-Coello P, Vogel Y, Rocha C, Sola I, Santero M, Akdis C, Akdis M, Canonica GW, 
Chivato T, del Giacco S, Eiwegger T, Fokkens W, Georgalas C, Gevaert P, Hopkins C, Klimek L, Lund V, Naclerio 
R, O'Mahony L, Palkonen S, Pfaar O, Schwarze J, Soyka MB, Wang DY, Zhang L, Canelo-Aybar C, Palomares 
O, Jutel M.  Efficacy and safety of treatment with biologicals for severe chronic rhinosinusitis with nasal polyps: 
A systematic review for the EAACI guidelines. Allergy. Online Ahead of Print. 

Gower M, Foster G, Tikhonova AN. There won'T be blood. Nature Immunology. Online Ahead of Print. 

Nigrovic PA, Colbert RA, Holers VM, Ozen S, Ruperto N, Thompson SD, Wedderburn LR, Yeung RSM, Martini 
A. Biological classification of childhood arthritis: roadmap to a molecular nomenclature. Nature Reviews 
Rheumatology. Online Ahead of Print. 

Cho T, Wang XJ, Yeung K, Cao YS, Uetrecht J. 2021. Liver Injury Caused by Green Tea Extract in PD-1(-/-) Mice: 
An Impaired Immune Tolerance Model for Idiosyncratic Drug-Induced Liver Injury. Chemical Research in 
Toxicology. 34(3):849-856. 

Jagota D, George H, Walker M, Chandran AR, Milligan N, Shinar S, Whitehead CL, Hobson SR, Serghides L, 
Parks WT, Baschat AA, Macgowan CK, Sled JG, Kingdom JC, Cahill LS. 2021. Sex differences in fetal Doppler 
parameters during gestation. Biology of Sex Differences. 12(1). 

Oliva M, Schneeberger PHH, Rey V, Cho M, Taylor R, Hansen AR, Taylor K, Hosni A, Bayley A, Hope AJ, Bratman 
SV, Ringash J, Singh S, Weinreb I, Perez-Ordonez B, Chepeha D, Waldron J, Xu W, Guttman D, Siu LL, Coburn 
B, Spreafico A.  Transitions in oral and gut microbiome of HPV plus oropharyngeal squamous cell carcinoma 
following definitive chemoradiotherapy (ROMA LA-OPSCC study). British Journal of Cancer. Online Ahead of 
Print. 
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 Wang AA, Gommerman JL. 2021. A totally OSM gift to astrocytes relieves inflammation. Immunity. 54(3):401-
403. 

Xu WX, Snell LM, Guo MD, Boukhaled G, Macleod BL, Li M, Tullius MV, Guidos CJ, Tsao MS, Divangahi M, 
Horwitz MA, Liu J, Brooks DG. 2021. Early innate and adaptive immune perturbations determine long-term 
severity of chronic virus and Mycobacterium tuberculosis coinfection. Immunity. 54(3):526. 

Dodington DW, Yumol JL, Yang JQ, Pollock-Tahiri E, Sivasubramaniyam T, Sacco SM, Schroer SA, Li YJE, Le 
H, Ward WE, Woo M. 2021. JAK2-IGF1 axis in osteoclasts regulates postnatal growth in mice. JCI Insight. 6(5). 

Kubli SP, Berger T, Araujo DV, Siu LL, Mak TW. Beyond immune checkpoint blockade: emerging 
immunological strategies. Nature Reviews Drug Discovery. Online Ahead of Print. 

Li YS, Yuan Y, Huang ZX, Chen H, Lan RL, Wang Z, Lai KM, Chen H, Chen ZM, Zou ZH, Ma HB, Lan HY, Mak 
TW, Xu YF. GSDME-mediated pyroptosis promotes inflammation and fibrosis in obstructive nephropathy. Cell 
Death and Differentiation. Online Ahead of Print. 

Lee DSW, Rojas OL, Gommerman JL. 2021. B cell depletion therapies in autoimmune disease: advances and 
mechanistic insights. Nature Reviews Drug Discovery. 20(3):179-199. 

Pfaar O, Klimek L, Jutel M, Akdis CA, Bousquet J, Breiteneder H, Chinthrajah S, Diamant Z, Eiwegger T, 
Fokkens WJ, Fritsch HW, Nadeau KC, O'Hehir RE, O'Mahony L, Rief W, Sampath V, Schedlowski M, Torres MJ, 
Traidl-Hoffmann C, Wang DY, Zhang L, Bonini M, Brehler R, Brough HA, Chivato T, Del Giacco SR, Dramburg 
S, Gawlik R, Gelincik A, Hoffmann-Sommergruber K, Hox V, Knol EF, Lauerma A, Matricardi PM, Mortz CG, 
Ollert M, Palomares O, Riggioni C, Schwarze J, Skypala I, Untersmayr E, Walusiak-Skorupa J, Ansotegui IJ, 
Bachert C, Bedbrook A, Bosnic-Anticevich S, Brussino L, Canonica GW, Cardona V, Carreiro-Martins P, Cruz 
AA, Czarlewski W, Fonseca JA, Gotua M, Haahtela T, Ivancevich JC, Kuna P, Kvedariene V, Larenas-Linnemann 
DE, Latiff AHA, Makela M, Morais-Almeida M, Mullol J, Naclerio R, Ohta K, Okamoto Y, Onorato GL, 
Papadopoulos NG, Patella V, Regateiro FS, Samolinski B, Suppli Ulrik C, Toppila-Salmi S, Valiulis A, Ventura 
MT, Yorgancioglu A, Zuberbier T, Agache I. 2021. COVID-19 pandemic: Practical considerations on the 
organization of an allergy clinic-An EAACI/ARIA Position Paper. Allergy. 76(3):648-676. 

Sugata K, Matsunaga Y, Yamashita Y, Nakatsugawa M, Guo TX, Halabelian L, Ohashi Y, Saso K, Rahman MA, 
Anczurowski M, Wang CH, Murata K, Saijo H, Kagoya Y, Ly D, Burt BD, Butler MO, Mak TW, Hirano N. Affinity-
matured HLA class II dimers for robust staining of antigen-specific CD4(+) T cells. Nature Biotechnology. Online 
Ahead of Print. 

Choi Y, Loutfy M, Remis RS, Liu J, Rebbapragada A, Huibner S, Brunetta J, Smith G, Reko T, Halpenny R, Kaul 
R, Grennan T. 2021. HPV genotyping and risk factors for anal high-risk HPV infection in men who have sex with 
men from Toronto, Canada. Scientific Reports. 11(1). 
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M. 2021. Dj1 deficiency protects against atherosclerosis with anti-inflammatory response in macrophages.
Scientific Reports. 11(1).

Liu M, Zhang J, Pinder BD, Liu Q, Wang D, Yao H, Gao Y, Toker A, Gao J, Peterson A, Qu J, Siminovitch KA. 2021. 
WAVE2 suppresses mTOR activation to maintain T cell homeostasis and prevent autoimmunity. Science. 
371(6536):eaaz4544. 
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