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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR,
DR. JUAN CARLOS ZUNIGA-PFLUCKER

It is beginning to feel like the worst of the pandemic is
behind us, with rates of vaccinations up and cases
down, a renewed sense of hope is palpable. Great
strides have been made in COVID-19 related work,
and | am thankful to all the members of our
department that have led the way forward.

| am pleased to welcome our new IMMSA co-
presidents and thank last year's IMMSA executive for
their leadership. Please read the IMMSA section for
more about their plans.

June typically marks a time when we celebrate many
achievements at UofT Immunology. Starting with our
amazing undergraduate students, | am pleased to
announce that this year's winner of the The
Immunology Undergraduate Prize, which is given to a
student with the best academic standing in both
IMM340/1 and IMM350/1 third year immunology
courses, is Aaron Dou, who had a near perfect set of
marks for both courses.

I am also delighted to announce that the winner of the
9" annual BD-Biosciences / Immunology Post-Doctoral
Lecture Award is Dr. Conglei Li (Gommerman/Martin
labs), and as noted on the right, the BDB/IPDLA will
take place on Monday June 14th. Congratulations to
Conglei, we look forward to an exciting talk, just
ahead of the upcoming Immunology Summer Retreat
(June 15-16), featuring our very own Dr. Akiko Iwasaki,
as Keynote lecturer. Please see the IGSA section for
more details on how postdocs can sign up for talks.

I am looking forward to the upcoming BD-Biosciences
/lImmunology Postdoc Lecture, and then enjoying a
virtual time by the shores of Lake Couchiching for our
Summer Retreat.

June 2021

UPCOMING EVENTS

EASTON SEMINARS

2021-22 Easton Seminar will commence in
September 2021.

BD BIOSCIENCES / IMMUNOLOGY POST-
DOCTORAL LECTURE AWARD -via Zoom

June 14, 2021 —11:00-12:00

“Regulation of Intestinal IgA Responses”

Dr. Conglei Li (Gommerman/Martin labs)

PHD RESEARCH SEMINAR - via Zoom

June 29, 2021 —1:00-2:00

Dennis Lee - PhD Research Seminar

"B Cell Responses in an Animal Model of
Neuroinflammation -- Implications for Multiple
Sclerosis”

Supervisor: Dr. Jennifer Gommerman

June 30, 2021 —10:00-11:00

Yoojin Choi - PhD Research Seminar
“*Human Papillomavirus and Anorectal
Immunology in HIV-positive Men who have Sex

with Men”

Supervisor: Dr. Rupert Kaul
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STUDENT SEMINARS - via Quercus
Mondays, 10:00-11:00

June 7, 2021

Anti SARS-CoV-2 antibodies in saliva following
intramuscular COVID-19 vaccination

Salma Sheikh-Mohamed

(Gommerman lab)

Using a data-driven approach to characterize and
compare Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in
Children (MIS-C)

Sophie Sun

(Yeung lab)

June 14, 2021

A personalized approach towards the improvement of
Crohn's disease

Ling Ling Tai

(Mortha lab)

title TBD

Nasana Vaidya
(Dunn lab)

Two-photon microscopy in
plantation.

rodent lung trans-

Nancy Zhao
(Juvet Lab)

GRADUATE PROGRAM UPDATES

Congratulations!
PhD

Paulina Drohomyrecky (Dunn lab) — May 5, 2021
Qiaochu (Irene) Lin (Mallevaey lab) —May 12, 2021

Qualifying Exams

Jawairia Atif (MacParland lab) — May 11, 2021
Giuliano Bayer (Philpott/Girardin labs) — May 13, 2021
James Pollock (Kaul lab) — May 17, 2021

Baweleta Isho (Gommerman lab) — May 18, 2021
Meggie Kuypers (Mallevaey lab) — May 19, 2021
Nayanan Nathan (Philpott/Girardin labs) — May 19,
2021

Michelle Zuo (Gommerman lab) — May 20, 2021
Karen Yeung (Watts lab) — May 20, 2021

Annie Pu (Gommerman lab) — May 25, 2021

Sarah Colpitts (Crome lab) — May 26, 2021

Yota Ohashi (Hirano lab) — May 27, 2021

Diego Sanchez Vasquez (Gehring lab) — May 28, 2021
Seungwoo Lee (Watts lab) — May 28, 2021

Immunology Summer Student Research Program
2021:

Our Summer Students will be presenting their work
on July 30th, 2021 via Zoom.

Please keep an eye on your inboxes for the meeting
details shortly.

Drop by (virtually) and see the great work being done
by our summer students!
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IGSA

Dear Immunologists,

Congratulations to finishing your April exams! We hope you have all been enjoying the warm May weather
and have found renewed hope and excitement as small pieces of normalcy return back to our lives. The
herculean effort exerted by healthcare providers, pharmacies and essential workers in the past few months
should not go unnoticed, so thank you to those reading this letter who have participated in any capacity to
help vaccinate our communities.

We would also like to take a moment to say we understand that the political unrest in several parts of the
world may be affecting a number of our students. Please know that IGSA stands in solidarity with the needs
of our student body. We are always here to provide support, to listen, and to connect you with resources to
help you through this difficult time.

Many of our IGSA members have been working incredibly hard to support all the graduate students
completing their PhD qualifying exams during this season. Thank you Baweleta Isho and Annie Pu for hosting
several practice sessions every week while balancing your own commitments! Our warmest congratulations
to those who have successfully qualified to be PhD candidates and best of luck to those taking the exam soon!

Some exciting events to keep in mind:

* Stay tuned for more virtual fitness classes! Itching to incorporate some exercise back into your weekly
routine? GPSN hosts high-intensity interval training classes every Thursday at 7pm.

e Save the date! The Department of Inmunology Annual Summer Retreat will take place virtually once
again this year on June 15th-16th.

o If you are a post-doc that would like to give a live talk during the event and enter our annual post-
doc speaker competition, please email utgsu.immunology@gmail.com with your name, 1-page
abstract, and availability on June 16 by June 4th

o This year, we will also have a virtual poster fair for graduate students to showcase their work!
Participating students will be able to record a 10-min video of their presentation and upload their
talk to a Google Drive folder for members of the department to view. This is a great opportunity for
graduate students to share your work with the department. You will also have the option to
participate in our annual poster competition, with prizes for first, second, and third place. We will
share the folder link very soon with our event invite, so keep an eye on your in-boxes!

Please feel welcome to reach out to utgsu.immunology@gmail.com if you ever have any questions or
comments.

With love,
Rashi Gupta and Anthony Wong
IGSA Co-Presidents 2020-21

@ Imm un ()]Og\-’

& UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO


mailto:utgsu.immunology@gmail.com
mailto:utgsu.immunology@gmail.com
mailto:utgsu.immunology@gmail.com
mailto:utgsu.immunology@gmail.com
mailto:utgsu.immunology@gmail.com

DEPARTMENT OF IMMUNOLOGY

Hello Immunologjists!
It's been quite the year at-home and we hope everyone is staying positive and productive!

We are Shaivy Tiwari and Kunal Kolhatkar, your IMMSA co-presidents for the 2021-2022 school year and
we're really looking forward to it! Having been on IMMSA for the previous year and involved with the
Immunology department throughout acquiring our undergraduate degree, we are incredibly excited about
being able to create, continue and commemorate various events through IMMSA.

Having attended and hosted many IMMSA events, we are excited to offer new opportunities to the new and
existing members of the Immunology student body. With 2 years of experience on IMMSA, we have seen the
best of both worlds from having hosted both virtual and in-person seminars, OQUIC and socials. We are
equipped to handle whatever circumstances are thrown at us and are passionate about making the most of it
for everybody!

As we go into the summer months, we'd like to prompt students about course enrollment and applications for
the upcoming year. The summer goes by pretty fast, and is an ideal time to make headway on research and
graduate school applications. A little bit each day can go a long way! That being said, it is summer after all,
and as restaurants and stores open up, make sure to take some time for your health and well-being. As
always, your IMMSA community is here to support you academically and there is a plethora of resources at
UofT and in Toronto to reach out to for support for mental health!

This ongoing pandemic has been a trying and tough time for everyone, but remembering that we aren’t alone
will get us through this! We're almost at the finish line and none of us could have made it this far without the
support of our various communities! We wanted to thank Anita Tia and Phoebe Liu for leading an incredible
team on IMMSA this year, keeping our spirits high and keeping all of us motivated. Having worked with them,
we have the tools and resources we need to create an exceptional year! Not only were they incredible at their
positions; having planned OQUIC and every event entirely virtually, while keeping participation high, but they
set amazing standards and were role models for everyone on IMMSA to aspire to.

We hope your summer is relaxing, mindful and productive and we hope to see many new and old faces at our
events in the upcoming fall semester!

Cheers,
Shaivy Tiwari & Kunal Kolhatkar

Immunology Students Association (IMMSA) Co-Presidents 2020-2021
http://immsauoft.com | @IMMSA UofT | http://facebook.com/IMMSA.UofT
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